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WHAT’S  
HAPPENING 
ON FARM THIS 
MONTH?
• Calf dehorning

• 7in1 vaccination

• Bulk milk BVD monitoring

• Metrichecking

• Premating trace element tests

• Premating BVD vaccinations

• Early heifer synchrony

Have you got your Repro Plan sorted yet?

 GRANT FRASER 
TO TREAT OR NOT TO TREAT?
There is a lot of opinion about how to treat non-cyclers, and if it is even 
worth it. 

However, treating non-cycling 
cows early has consistently shown 
to be profitable, with more days in 
milk the following season being the 
main economic gain. 

Treating non-cycling cows with 
hormones has been shown to have 
a good return on investment, but 
this must be done early in order to 
maximise the benefits. 

•  16 days more milk next season

•  10% more AB calves

•  12% less non-cyclers in the 
following season 

Leaving treating non-cyclers until 
after you have started mating 
reduces the return on investment 
down to cost neutral by the time 
you are 3 weeks into mating. For 
sharemilkers, nearly all of the net 
gains are gone after the first week 
of mating. 

Our own data and studies have 
shown that the better condition 
and the longer time since calving 
will give you improved response 
to a non-cycling cow program. As 
a rough rule of thumb cows should 
be at least 4 weeks calved and a 
BCS of 4 or greater.

As with most things in nature, 
time will correct many problems. 
Sadly with modern seasonal dairy 
farm systems we do not have 
enough time to wait for these 
issues to correct themselves at this 
time of the year. To see similar 
response rates to a non-cycling 
cow treatment you would typically 
need 4 to 6 weeks of preferential 
feeding/once a day milking which 
may not be practical or economic 
for many farms.

Talk to our vets about the best non-
cycling cow options for your farm.
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CONTAINS: 

RREST® C 5 litre  |  ECLIPSE ® Pour-On 2.5 litre
30mL Drench Gun with 2 nozzles (Oral/Pour-On)

MERIAL NEW ZEALAND LIMITED. LEVEL 3, 2 OSTERLEY WAY
MANUKAU CITY AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND. REGISTERED 
PURSUANT TO THE ACVM ACT 1997. NO’S A7290 & A9270.
SEE WWW.FOODSAFTEY.GOVT.NZ FOR REGISTRATION CONDITIONS
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  GROWTH RAINFALL SOIL TEMP APC BMSCC

    August 2019 46kg DM/day 187mm 10°C 2365kg DM 171,000

  August 2018 38kg DM/day 122mm 12°C 2152kg DM 165,000

 GREG JARRATT

THE HIDDEN COST OF LAMENESS
Lameness falls into the category of ‘Production Limiting Diseases’ along 
with Mastitis, Metabolic disease and Dietary diseases (Ruminal acidosis).

Generally, farmers underestimate 
the true cost of these diseases and 
tend to focus more on the expense 
of treatments rather than the 
overall impact to the farm system. 
This is because there are often no 
obvious financial alerts or shocks 
which ring alarm bells when 
problems first arise. However, over 
time if the problem is large enough 
and left unchecked, farmers will 
notice a decline in efficiency 
(increased feed costs per KgMS 
produced). 

In the case of lame cows, they 
produce less during the illness 
and throughout the season after 
becoming lame, they get in calf 
later and have a greater chance 
of being culled after failure to 
conceive during mating, or worse 
still they are culled prematurely 
due to severe lameness.

The cost of this can range from 
$500 – $1000 per case! 

The variation in this figure is due to 
the difference in payout, value of 
the cow, farm set up (average feed 
cost) and stage of lactation when 
the cow became lame. 

Regardless of where your farm 
may sit within this range, the 
important point to note is this 
represents a 5 to 10-fold increase 
over the typical expense treating a 
cow for lameness. Unfortunately, 
lameness is not a disease where 
there is a simple solution or a ‘quick 
fix’, as there are multiple factors 
contributing to hoof disease. 

Often the lesion on the hoof can 
help us narrow the focus in terms 
of factors involved. For instance, 
White Line Disease in mature 
cows arises from different factors 
as opposed to sole bruising and 
haemorrhage in early lactation 
heifers. This highlights the 
importance of identifying cows 
that are becoming lame and 
examining the sore foot before 
deciding on treatment. The policy 
of treating with antibiotics without 
examining the lesion is certainly 
not recommended.

If you need an on-farm refresher 
on the correct examination and 
treatment of lame cows, we are 
more than happy to help out. 

Also if you have a major lame 
cow issue, you may benefit from 
an on farm lameness assessment 
where all contributing factors are 
identified (often there are several) 
and a plan of recommendations are 
provided afterwards.

LAME COWS PRODUCE LESS, 
GET IN-CALF LATER AND 

HAVE A GREATER CHANCE 
OF BEING CULLED DUE TO A 

FAILURE TO CONCEIVE.

Do you know the real cost of lameness on 
your farm?

MATAMATA FARM STATISTICS


